Making in Practice
maund rate, and that a consignment of, say, tobacco moves
from A to D, then, the minimum basis of the forwarding
railway, that is, 100 maunds here by example, will apply
over B and D, whereas on C the wagon rate would be
charged. If, on the other hand, the same consignment were
to move from D to A, then, while the wagon rate would
continue in the case of C, the minimum of 300 will be
applicable over the rest, it being the specification of D, the
forwarding railway in this case.
On the South Indian Eailway the minimum weight for
any package that is to be despatched by goods train is
14 seers and the minimum for charge is half a maund.
The minimum distance for charge is ten miles and the
minimum charge is eight annas. Consignments of more
than one class of goods are accepted, but in the calculation
of the freight rate, each class is charged at its particular
rate, provided the sum of the charges leviable on the
different packages does not exceed the freight chargeable
on the total weight at the highest rate applicable to
any of the constituent^ packages, in which case the latter
would be accepted. Likewise, heterogeneous consignments
travelling per wagon load rates are liable to be charged
at the highest rate applicable to any of the consignments
that constitute the wagon.
Apart from the three classes of rates already referred
to, namely class rates, schedule rates and station-to-
slati^n registers, there is another class of rates, known as
4 Exceptional rates \ which has been fully developed in
England. These rates are expected to draw the maximum
traffic by giving special treatment to particular kinds of
traffic. Indian coal is an instance in point. Since the
cardinal principle in all transport undertakings is ta get
the maximum traffic, such rates are justified. These rates
often partake of the characteristic of * experimental* or
* developmental rates.' It may so happen that the railway
77